
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 2, 2021 
The Woman Caught in Adultery & The Widow of Nain 

 

Jesus and the Woman Caught in Adultery 
John 8:2 – 11 
At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat 
down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in 
adultery. They made her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught 
in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you 
say?” 6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. 
But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept on 
questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the 
first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 
9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, 
with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? 
Has no one condemned you?” 
11 “No one, sir,” she said. 
“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” 

 
This is a story that has fascinated us through the ages. Some questions that jump into our minds when we 
read it are: 
 

• Why was the woman accused of adultery but not the man? 

• How did the Pharisees catch this woman in adultery?  Did they barge into her home or what? What 
was she wearing?  Was she naked? 

• What was the Law of Moses they referred to? 

• Why were they trying to trap Jesus? 

• What did Jesus write on the ground? 
 
Let’s get some background here.  
 

Deuteronomy 22:20 – 26 
If, however, the charge is true and no proof of the young woman’s virginity can be found, 21 she shall be 
brought to the door of her father’s house and there the men of her town shall stone her to death. She 
has done an outrageous thing in Israel by being promiscuous while still in her father’s house. You must 
purge the evil from among you. 
22 If a man is found sleeping with another man’s wife, both the man who slept with her and the woman 
must die. You must purge the evil from Israel. 



23 If a man happens to meet in a town a virgin pledged to be married and he sleeps with her, 24 you shall 
take both of them to the gate of that town and stone them to death—the young woman because she 
was in a town and did not scream for help, and the man because he violated another man’s wife. You 
must purge the evil from among you. 
25 But if out in the country a man happens to meet a young woman pledged to be married and rapes 
her, only the man who has done this shall die. 26 Do nothing to the woman; she has committed no sin 
deserving death.  

 
Question: Why did the religious leaders bring this woman to Jesus to ask him to rule on the matter?   
 
Question: How did they catch this woman—and what happened to the man? 
 
“Adultery” had a specific meaning at the time: it involved a man having sex with someone else's wife. The 
marital status of the man was irrelevant. However, the law of Moses required both to be executed.  
 
Question: How do you think Jesus would have handled this situation if they had brought both the man and 
the woman who had committed adultery? Would his response have been different?  
 
Jesus broke many of the cultural rules about relating to women then, such as, teaching Mary who sat at his 
feet, allowing women to travel with him and allowing them to be his disciples, talking to the Samaritan woman 
at the well.  
 
Question: What did Jesus write on the ground? 
 
Whatever he wrote, it shut the mouths of those Pharisees and religious leaders, and one by one they walked 
away, beginning with the oldest ones until only the woman was left standing there with Jesus.  
 
Can you appreciate how Jesus handled this?  Think of what he could have done—with this disgraced woman 
standing there in front of them all, at least half dressed and full of shame.  
 
Imagine what these educated religious men reported to others about this incident, if they reported it at all. 
They may have wanted to forget it and hope no one heard about it. They challenged Jesus and they lost that 
challenge. Every one of them walked away, so whatever he wrote, it convicted all of them and they were 
speechless.  
 
Jesus is left alone with this woman. Can you imagine any worse thing that could happen to a woman—
especially in that culture at that time? 
 
Now she stands there with just Jesus. Imagine what is going through her mind: What will he do?  What will he 
say? Will he harm me? Will he scold me  Will he lecture me? How can I get away from here as soon as possible?  
I’m ruined! And then she hears: 
 
 John 8:10-11 

“Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I 
condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” 

 
Jesus knew her even if she didn’t know him. He knew she had a life of sin—this was most likely not a one-off 
affair. Jesus does not dismiss her sin in this matter. He doesn’t let her off the hook, even though he no doubt 



felt sorry for her. She was a willing participant, it would seem, and this has been her life—a life of sin. And he 
simply says, “Go and leave your life of sin.” 
 
Do you think this woman ever again indulged in this sinful lifestyle? 
 
Jesus: What a friend of sinners! Aren’t you glad?   
 

Romans 12:1: Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus 
 

Isaiah 43:25: “I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, 
and remembers your sins no more. 

John 15:14-15:  You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a 
servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I 
learned from my Father I have made known to you. 

Jesus and the Widow of Nain 
Luke 7:12 – 17 
Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along with 
him. As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of his 
mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. 13 When the Lord saw 
her, his heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.” 
14 Then he went up and touched the bier they were carrying him on, and the bearers stood still. He 
said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” 15 The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him 
back to his mother. 
16 They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great prophet has appeared among us,” they said. 
“God has come to help his people.” 17 This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the 
surrounding country. 

 
This story would have resonated with Jews then because it was similar to two Old Testament stories 
where prophets had brought back the life of a widow’s son:  
 

• Elijah invoked God’s help to restore life to the dead son of the widow of Zarephath (1 Kings 17:10-24).  
 

• Elisha who raised the only son of a Shunammite woman from the dead (2 Kings 4:18-37).  
 
These parallels between the Old Testament prophets and what Jesus did would have helped the people to 
understand that Jesus was a prophet. 
 
God had given this word to Moses: 
 

Deuteronomy 18:18:  I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their fellow Israelites, and 
I will put my words in his mouth. He will tell them everything I command him. 

 
Jesus is the fulfillment of that promise—he is the prophet who told all that God put in his mouth.  

 
John 15:15: Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made 
known to you.  

 



John 17:7 – 8: Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them 
the words you gave me and they accepted them.  

 
This happened after Jesus had healed the centurion’s servant in Capernaum, and then he proceeds to go to 
Nain. Nain was about 5 miles from Nazareth and not far from Capernaum, so it was familiar ground for Jesus 
 
Jesus said what we often say when someone is hurting: “Don’t cry.” His heart went out to her. Jesus was 
always full of compassion for people.  
 
Can you feel the heart of our Savior?  Yes, he came to redeem us so that we can spend eternity with him, but 
he also cares about our pains and hurts here on this earth. He knows our suffering and he wants to say to us, 
“Don’t cry.” I’m here. I’m going through this with you. “Don’t cry.” You have me and all my promises. “Don’t 
cry.” There are good days ahead. I have good plans for you. “Don’t cry.” 
 
Unlike other miracles Jesus performed, this miracle was not because of the widow’s faith. There was no 
mention of her faith. Jesus didn’t say to her “Your faith has raised your son.” No, it was all about Jesus and his 
love and compassion for this widow and her son.  
 
Then after seeing this young man raised, the people of Nain shouted, “God has come to help his people.”  
They thought God has suddenly remembered them after 400 years with no prophet. But God didn’t forget his 
people. He never does. He was quiet but he wasn’t passive. He was silently preparing the world for his arrival.  
 

Psalm 46:1: God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 
 
Likewise, if God seems to be distant in your life now, remember that he is about to do something bigger and 
something glorious in your life, through Jesus. Can you—will you—trust him that he will come to help you? 
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