
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Lesson #3 Handout 

Living in Grace 
May 18, 2021 

 
 
 
Quote from Gentle and Lowly by Dane Ortlund: 
“The Christian Life, from one angle, is the long journey of letting our natural assumption about who 
God is, over many decades, fall away, being slowly replaced with God’s own insistence on who he is.  
This is hard work. It takes a lot of sermons and a lot of suffering to believe that God’s deepest heart is 
“merciful and gracious, slow to anger.” The fall in Genesis 3 not only sent us into condemnation and 
exile. The fall also entrenched in our minds dark thoughts of God, thoughts that are only dug out over 
multiple exposures to the Gospel over many years.” (p. 151) 
 
 
 
Have you met Salvation Grace? 
 

 
   
 
 
Galatians 5:4: You who are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have 
fallen away from grace. 

 
If God’s grace has always been a mystery to you, it could be you’ve never really met Grace. You are 
alienated from Christ.  
 
Please let us know if we can help you.   
 
 

Maybe you just don’t get Grace at all. 
 

• God’s grace hasn’t been revealed to you 

through Jesus Christ 

• You just aren’t sure at all who Grace is. 

• You just aren’t sure what we’re talking 

about. God’s Grace is an unknown to 

you. 



Your View of Grace 
Is your view of Grace distorted because of your relationship with your parents or other authority 
figures? 

• Very high expectations for you 

• Never received their approval 

• Worked hard to hear them say “Well done,” but rarely if ever heard it 

• Conversely, received very little attention, either negative or positive 

• One parent deserted you, either physically or emotionally 
 

Is your view of Grace distorted because of your own self-expectations? 

• I don’t measure up 

• I’m not smart 

• I’m not gifted 

• I always make a mess 

• I can’t do anything right 
 
Is your view of Grace distorted because of your past?   

• I messed up too much. 

• I failed God too often. 

• I’m not as good as _________ 

• I’ve waited too long to get my life together. 
 

If you’ve been looking at Grace through one of these or some other distorted filters, you have a wrong 
view of God’s Grace. This reveals itself in several ways, like some of these: 
 

• You are always in performance mode, trying to secure God’s and others’ approval by being 
good, doing good, excelling in everything, making straight A’s, winning all the contests, climbing 
the career ladder. Always trying to show yourself and others that you’re okay, but it’s never 
enough. 

• You have given up trying to find the grace you need, so you just sit on the sidelines and admire 
others, all the time blaming yourself.  

• In fear of failure, you never step out on faith to do the good works God has called you to do. 

• You shift the blame a lot—trying somehow to rid yourself of the guilt you feel. 

• Guilt—usually false guilt—is a constant companion, an all-too-familiar one. 
 

You haven’t met Grace yet—not totally, not completely. You aren’t living consistently in Grace. 
 
Are you growing in Grace? 
   
2 Peter 3:18: But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory 
both now and forever! Amen. 

 
Colossians 1:6: In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—
just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace. 
 
To grow in grace does not mean gaining more grace from God. God’s Grace never increases; it is 
infinite, it cannot be more, and according to the nature of God, it could never be less. To grow in Grace 



is to grow in our understanding of what Jesus did and to grow in our appreciation of the Grace we have 
been given.  
 
We do not grow in Grace automatically. God calls us to actively pursue growth in grace and in the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ.  
 
1 Peter 2:2: Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your 
salvation. 

Ephesians 4:15: Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the 
mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 

Colossians 1:10: so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing 
fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 
 
This does not mean that through our own efforts we are the source of our own transformation, but it 
does mean that we have an important part to play in the process.  
 
What are you doing—what have you done—to pursue growth in Grace?  Can you measure your 
growth? 
 
Are you living in the abundance of God’s Grace? 
 

 
2 Corinthians 9:8: And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all 
sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work. 
 
I’m going to read this again and I want you to shout the words that are highlighted in your handout: 
 

And God is able to make ALL grace abound toward you, that you, ALWAYS having ALL 
sufficiency in ALL things, may have an ABUNDANCE of every good work. 

 
Now, I want you to read it this way: 
 

And God is able to make ALL grace abound toward (your name), that (your name), ALWAYS 
having ALL sufficiency in ALL things, may have AN ABUNDANCE for every good work. 

 
God pours out all grace on you so you can do many good works: 
 
Ephesians 2:10: For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:10: But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without 
effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 
 
Have you been missing some of God’s grace—this grace upon grace he offers? Why? Can you put a 
finger on it?  
 
 



What can you do to turn around and start living in grace? 
 
Give up: 

• Trying to earn God’s grace.   

• Trying to make up for your past.   

• Trying to shift the blame—on your parents, on your siblings, on your mate, on your 
circumstances—whoever or whatever.   

• Sitting on the sidelines.   

• Any known addiction in your life. 
o Examples: Work, shopping, eating, drugs, alcohol, laziness, television, social media, 

sexual desires 
 
Give in: 

• To God’s love for you.  You are the one he loves.   

• To God’s plan for you.   

• To God’s grace!   

• To the joy of your salvation.   

• To the abundant life that Jesus died to give you.  
 
 
 
This old hymn says it so well: 
 

O to grace how great a debtor    Prone to wander Lord, I feel it 
Daily I’m constrained to be!    Prone to leave the God I love. 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter,    Here’s my heart, O take and seal 
it 
Bind my wandering heart to thee.   Seal it for Thy courts above. 
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