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Day One

Have you read the verse which says, "Be kind to everyone who is kind to you. Be kind to the people
you like. Be kind when you want to impress someone, or when there's something in it for you"? No, you
haven't seen that verse in Scripture, but Paul wrote to Timothy the Lord's servant must not be
quarrelsome but must be kind to everyone (2 Timothy 2:24).

| once witnessed a situation in which a Christian sister was obviously unkind to a person simply
because she didn't like that kind of person. Based on her prejudices and some bad experiences she
had, she had classified a group of people as undesirable. So, she was obviously unkind to this person,
and it was hurtful and harmful. Another person with whom she is sympathetic came in, and she was
very kind and caring to her.

| watched that interaction and my heart hurt to see a Christian treat someone unkindly. Then | realized |
probably do similar things all too often. | mean, it's easy to be kind to people who seem to deserve our
kindness. But the Bible says we are to be kind to everyone. That includes strangers, people who irritate
us, people who are not kind to us—everyone includes everyone!

Once | was unkind to a clerk at a hotel who was not very efficient at her job. Her lack of efficiency
inconvenienced me just a bit, and though | didn't say anything, I'm sure the look on my face and my
body language was most unkind.

How easy it would have been for me to say something kind to her, to make her feel a little more
comfortable, to forget my minor inconvenience and try to help her a bit. The Holy Spirit convicted my
heart as | walked away, reminding me the Lord's servant must be kind to everyone—even people who
don't do their jobs as well as they should.

Praise the Lord we don't have to do this in ourselves, because we'd never make it. The Holy Spirit
within us is there to give us the power to be kind to everyone. I'm praying specifically now that God will
help me be kind to strangers, for that seems to be an area where | often fail.

Where do you often fail to be kind? Shore that area up with prayer, and ask God to help you be kind, as
the servant of the Lord should be, to everyone.

Day Two

You know, everybody needs encouragement and help at times. As | read 2 Corinthians 7, | realized
even the great Apostle Paul had difficult times when he needed other people. He said in verse 5:

For when we came into Macedonia, this body of ours had no rest, but we were harassed at every
turn—conflicts on the outside, fears within (2 Corinthians 7:5).

Doesn't that describe the way you feel at times? Conflicts without, fears within? But this is the spiritual
giant, Paul, and it surprises us to realize he would have these same feelings. We really need to
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remember that positions of prominence do not isolate anyone from being human. Paul was tired and
fearful. He needed help.

Where did his help come from? He goes on to say, but God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us
by the coming of Titus (2 Corinthians 7:6). He needed a friend at his side to comfort him, and so Titus
came along. We could say to Paul, "But wasn't it enough to have the Lord there?” And Paul would
respond, "The Lord was there in the person of Titus. He comforted me by sending Titus."

That's how the Body of Christ should function. God wants to use us in each other's lives as messengers
of comfort and encouragement, to pick up each other at those weary and frightened moments of our
lives. God has given us each other for that purpose.

Paul goes on to say he was comforted by the good report Titus brought to him of the concern for his
welfare by his friends in Corinth. Paul needed to know they cared, they hadn't forgotten him, they still
loved him.

How often do we miss these opportunities to be God's comfort in the lives of others? How often do we
need to be by a friend's side when they're experiencing dark days? Or send a message to them—by
email or snail mail or on the phone—ijust to say, | care.

Hallmark Cards has coined the phrase, "When you care enough to send the very best.” When we as
Christians care enough about each other, we can send our very best, which is the comfort of God
pouring through us to those who need it.

Is there someone in your life today who needs a Titus? Ask God to show you and allow him to use you
as his agent of comfort and encouragement.

Day Three

There is a story in Joshua 9, which is very relevant to us today. Joshua and his people were doing very
well, and all the neighboring countries were frightened of them because of their victories and the power
they had from the Lord.

One of their neighbors, the Gibeonites, decided to trick Joshua into a peace treaty. They made
themselves look tired and dirty, like they had traveled a long way, and came to Joshua asking for a
treaty. Verses 14 and 15 tell us:

The Israelites sampled their provisions but did not inquire of the Lord. Then Joshua made a treaty of
peace with them to let them live, and the leaders of the assembly ratified it by oath (Joshua 9:14-15).

Here was a business transaction facing the Israelites. A group of people made them an offer. The men
of Israel looked at the outward evidence, decided it looked like a good deal to them, and signed the
bottom line.

They found out later they had been deceived. The facts were not as they appeared to be, and they had
made a strategic mistake. Why? Because they trusted in their eyes and their minds, and did not inquire
of the Lord.

There are times we don't think we need to consult the Lord; it's just a cut and dried situation in our view.
We make decisions in our own strength, based on our human reasoning. And that gets us in trouble.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways
acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight (Proverbs 3:5-6).



Do you remember when Jesus told Peter to go fishing? Peter's own understanding of fishing told him
there were no fish there, since he had fished all night and caught nothing. Besides, it was the wrong
time and place to fish. But because Jesus told him to, Peter went fishing and caught more fish than
ever before. Peter had to learn, as do we, you can't just depend on your own understanding.

Leaning on our own understanding is the norm especially in the business world. But, as Christians, we
should take all our decisions to the Lord and ask for his wisdom. Sometimes our own understanding is
very shortsighted and incomplete. We need the eternal wisdom of our Savior; we need to inquire of the
Lord.

Remember to inquire of the Lord in any decision you face. Don't lean solely on your own
understanding. That can get you in trouble.

Day Four

Often what we need to do is re-learn something we’ve already learned! As | start to prepare the
programs, | think, "l don't have anything new to say.” And | start to panic because | haven't got a new
idea or a new topic to present. But God reminds me repetition is the way we learn. Do you, like me,
have to learn and re-learn and re-learn the lessons God wants to teach you? I'm amazed at the
patience of our Lord, as | see how slow | am to truly learn and obey all | know.

God will work on one area of my life, and I'll think I've made some progress. Then | look back a few
weeks or months later and realize | need to learn again what God has already taught me. How easily |
forget; how easily | go back into old habits and wrong ways of thinking.

What I'm learning from all this is | must be prepared to re-learn many times the things I've already
learned. | must go back and repeat because repetition is absolutely essential for me. | think of the verse
to the old hymn which says, "Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it; prone to leave the Lord | love.” Truly
"prone to wander" is a good description of me. How about you?

Let me encourage you, if you find yourself in this same dilemma, learn to re-learn. Go back and listen

again to what God has already taught you. Do a lot of review. If there were books which spoke to your
heart, read them again. If you've heard messages that made an impact on you, listen again and again.
Repeat and repeat what you already know.

That's another good reason to keep a journal of the things God is saying to you and what you've been
learning from the Bible, so you can go back and re-read those things which you'll otherwise forget. It's a
good way to re-learn.

Plan to be a re-learner, so that you're not so prone to wander from the good and basic lessons God has
already taught you.

Day Five

| was asked a very interesting question by a woman who had come to hear me speak. She said to me,
"Are you a liberated woman?” That question caused me to stop and ask: "What is a liberated woman?”
Women's liberation became a much-used term during the last two or three decades, and on this day as
we celebrate the freedom we have in our country, it's a good idea to ask that question again: What is a
liberated woman?

For some women, to be liberated means they are free from the control of men, or from the traditional
roles that women have been confined to in the past. There are some women who would say a liberated



woman is one who is free from the sexual restraints of the past and has sexual freedom. Often liberated
women are defined by their status: how far up the ladder they have climbed; how much money they
make; how much power they have, assuming the higher you climb, the more you make and the more
power you have, the freer you are.

What does that term mean to you: a liberated woman? Are you one? Do you know any? How do you
recognize one when you see her?

Let me begin by saying | consider myself a very liberated woman! Indeed | do! I'm liberated, set free,
because I've been set free by Jesus Christ. Feminism does not offer me that freedom, no organization
can offer me that. No job can offer me that. No amount of money or power can give me freedom. No
other person can liberate me. But Jesus has set me free.

I can certainly understand the desire and passion for freedom and liberation that women feel.
Everybody wants to be free. And throughout world history we've seen incredible struggles for freedom
from slavery, freedom from aggression, freedom from abuse, freedom from discrimination. All of those
struggles are understandable and legitimate.

| appreciate the freedom women now have to pursue any career for which they are qualified. It wasn't
long ago that many of those opportunities were either denied to women or made extremely difficult.

But my friends, as one who has pioneered some new paths for women, let me tell you that you won't
find true, lasting liberation in a career, no matter how good it may be, nor in new role definitions or
worldly success or status or money or power. Freedom is found only in Jesus. That is not a trite cliché’;
it is truth.

That’s the freedom to celebrate—the freedom that comes in knowing your sins are forgiven and eternity
with Christ is sure. I'm a liberated woman! | hope you know the same freedom only Christ can give.



