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Day One

If you have followed our ministry over the years, you know the word ambassador is part of our purpose.
More specifically, the purpose of The Christian Working Woman is to encourage, equip and empower
Christians in the workplace to love Christ more, to live their daily lives by biblical principles, and to go to
their jobs as ambassadors for Jesus Christ.

To me, the title of ambassador feels important—high ranking, a leader. Ambassadors represent their
country to foreign delegations. We are ambassadors of a heavenly delegation!

In John 17:16 Jesus states, “They are not of this world, just as | am not of it.” Underscoring this
delegation we have here in the world.

The word ambassador comes from a Latin word ambactus, which means servant. Although
ambassadors are diplomats and representatives to a foreign country—in our case, a heavenly
country—being an ambassador truly means we are here to serve others for Jesus Christ.

Are you a willing servant for Jesus at work? And are you keeping your citizenship top of mind as you
walk in the workplace each day? This world is loud. The busyness and activity in our days often
overshadows our citizenship and can cloud our very best efforts to be ambassadors for Jesus at work!

Romans 12:2 holds a bold reminder for this reason.

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then
you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will (Romans
12:2).

How are you starting your days? Do you pause to think about how you are being transformed in your
faith? Do you stop to seek God’s will for your day? How can you seek what is good, acceptable, and
perfect for your day?

Don’t let the world overcome you! Be mindful and on watch to prepare to be the best ambassador or
servant you can be.

Day Two

One of the ways we can show up as ambassadors for Jesus at work is in the sacrifices we make for
others. This can show up in different ways. Maybe it is a financial sacrifice or perhaps it is the sacrifice
of time or even placing yourself aside to shine the light on someone other than yourself. All of this can
feel costly! And most of the actions we will take as ambassadors of Jesus in this world will be counter to
what the culture of this world tells us we should do.

In John 12:1-8, we see a costly and counter sacrifice.
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Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised
from the dead. Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among
those reclining at the table with him. Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive
perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with
the fragrance of the perfume. But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him,
objected, “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s
wages.” He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper
of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it (John 12:1-6).

In the remaining verses we see Jesus rebuke Judas and tell him to leave her alone for he would not
always be with them.

In this time, her sacrifice was costly. What about today? If you are a leader with a budget and times are
tight with the company, how will this impact pay increases and rewards for your people? Would you be

willing to forgo an increase, so your team can be properly rewarded for their hard work? This would be

counter to what culture tells you to do.

Perhaps your team had a big win for the company. In a meeting, the CEO praises you very specifically
for this win. Rather than accepting all this praise, how are you shining the light back to the contributions
of your team?

Perhaps it is as simple as time, which also can be costly. Are you seeing a colleague struggle with a
project? Perhaps you offer to help them.

Maybe the cost is defending your faith at work. In a way, we see Mary representing her faith in Jesus
with the costly sacrifice of this anointing. She did what was counter to the culture. Is someone making
fun of people who believe in Jesus? It may feel costly to speak up, but it is one way you can be an
ambassador for the kingdom you serve.

Day Three

We know we are to renew our minds daily! How can we focus on being ambassadors of Jesus? What
happens when we are overcome and fail to be the best representatives of Jesus? Let’s look at two
examples of this. One ends in despair, and the other ends with beautiful redemption and an even
deeper commitment to being an ambassador for Jesus.

Temptation is around every corner in this world. It was back in the time of Jesus, and it is today. We got
a sneak peek into the heart of Judas yesterday with his rebuke of Mary in the anointing of Jesus feet.
We also know Judas betrayed Jesus.

In Matthew 26:14-16 we see Judas’s greed take over.

Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests and asked, “What
are you willing to give me if | deliver him over to you?” So they counted out for him thirty pieces of
silver. From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over (Matthew 26:14-16).

In the end, after Jesus’ death, we know Judas is grieved and tries to return the money! When he
cannot, he ends up taking his own life. He had betrayed Jesus!

But we also see the other side of this in the story of Peter’s denial in Luke 22:54-62. Not only did Jesus
predict Peter would deny knowing him, we see how grieved Peter is when he realizes this! The rooster
crows three times, Peter sees the Lord, remembers the Lord’s words, and weeps bitterly.



Peter’s heart was grieved. One can consider he had a repentant heart. When Peter meets the
resurrected Jesus on the shores, we see Jesus question him in John 21:17. Do you love me? He does
this three times. And then Jesus commands him to feed my sheep.

Your role as an ambassador will not be easy. Temptations will come and sometimes it will be easier to
deny Jesus than it will be to boldly speak of your faith. If you do end up like Judas (hopefully not) or
Peter, your repentance and return to Jesus are critical to your future kingdom work as an ambassador
for Jesus! Jesus sees your heart; he knows and feels your repentance.

Day Four

How will God use me as an ambassador? | have such a terrible past and | really don’t know how he will
ever use me! How often do thoughts of your past life as a citizen of this world creep into your mind? Are
you overcome with thinking God cannot use you as an ambassador for Jesus at work?

I hope you are a regular reader of the Bible and abiding in this way! If not, | want to take this moment to
encourage you to pick up a Bible reading plan because this is the best way to see how God can
redeem and use anyone for his glory! Even if you are not in the Word daily, you surely have heard of
the apostle Paul. In fact, Paul was used by God to write the most books in the Bible!

What do you know about Paul? What | can tell you is he was one of the most ardent adversaries of the
followers of Jesus Christ. In fact, many of the followers at that time were met in persecution and even
execution for their faith under the direction of Paul who was, at the time, named Saul.

But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both men and
women and put them in prison (Acts 8:3).

He speaks of his life contrary to following Jesus in Acts 26:9-11.

But God changed Saul in an instant and redeemed him to be one of his greatest ambassadors! Saul is
renamed Paul. You can read about this in Acts 9:1-19.

Was this you? Were you walking in a way contrary to leading people to faith in Jesus? Maybe you were
making fun of the Christian lifestyle, but now you whole heartedly follow Jesus.

Paul went to prison for his belief in Jesus. He worshiped in prison. He wrote letters (the Epistles) to tell
the early church to repent and follow the ways of Christ. Paul was beaten for his faith. All of this was
after an entire life persecuting the church!

Paul was able to use his past life to be a testimony of the huge change Jesus made in his life. Have
you prepared to share your testimony? Sometimes sharing your testimony can be one of the most
powerful ways Jesus uses you as his ambassador.

Day Five

As women at work, we are still faced with many challenges despite all the progress that has been
made. More than ever, women have excelled and held leadership positions. Pay equity has improved
but surely isn’t perfect, and there is still bias in the workplace as seen in how people respond to men
presenting an idea versus women. What does this have to do with being an ambassador? Well, if self
doubt creeps in, your role as an ambassador can feel diminished or difficult. But we would be remiss if
we didn’t look to an amazing example in the Bible of how the women who followed Jesus were walking
counter culturally for their time.



After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of
the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, and also some women who had been cured of evil
spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; Joanna the
wife of Chuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. These women were
helping to support them out of their own means (Luke 8:1-3).

Again, we see women with imperfect past lives were following Jesus and providing for the ministry!
What is significant about this? Mary Magdalene.

In John 20:11-18 we find Mary at the tomb looking for the body of Jesus. He appears to her first as the
resurrected Christ and tells her,

“Do not hold on to me, for | have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”” Mary Magdalene
went to the disciples with the news: “| have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these
things to her (John 20:17-18)

In Mark 16:11, we learn that when they heard that Jesus was alive and that she had seen him, they did
not believe it.

This did not stop her from serving as an ambassador to Jesus in the resurrection! She boldly went to
them and proclaimed he had risen.

To me, Mary is an encouragement. Despite her likely knowing she would not be taken seriously, she
still did as Jesus commanded her.

How can you follow Jesus’ command today even if you are feeling self-doubt? Surely, he will equip you
for every good work!



