
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 7 – Tuesday, October 19, 2021 

EXCHANGING OUR WARDROBE 

 

 

If we’re going to wear the ten beautiful garments of Colossians 3, we really have to clean 

out our old closets, and Colossians 3 tells us what we must put off. 

 

Colossians 3:5 – 10: Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly 

nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is 

idolatry. 
6 
Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 

7 
You used to walk in 

these ways, in the life you once lived. 
8 
But now you must also rid yourselves of 

all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your 

lips. 
9 
Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its 

practices 
10 

and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in 

the image of its Creator. 

 

Let’s look at the last two: filthy language and lying. 

 

Filthy language:  Filthy language includes obscenities, off-color jokes or remarks, 

innuendos, etc.  It surely is obvious that these things should never come from our 

mouths.  But should we tolerate it in our presence? 

 

What could you do to avoid this kind of talk in your work environment and elsewhere? 

 

 

For example, if someone is using the Lord’s name in vain, how do you confront that?   

 

Philippians 2:9-10: Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him 

the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should 

bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth. 

 

 



Satan doesn’t want us to revere and honor the name of Jesus, so he’s made it a curse 

word.  But I don’t think we should hesitate to voice our objection to it. 

 

Lying:  Lying has become very common. In fact, “white lies” are acceptable business 

practices.   

 

Can you think of some types of “white lies” that people use every day on their jobs 

without thinking of them as wrong? 

 

Where do you think God draws the line?  What would he have to say about “white 

lies”? 

 

Exchanging Our Ugly Wardrobe for His Beautiful One 

 

Isaiah 61:3: To proclaim for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a 

crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a 

garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of 

righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor. 

 

 

This verse describes an exchange process.  Fill in the missing blanks below. 

 

God has promised to give us: 

 

____________________________________ for ashes;  

 

____________________________________ for mourning;  

 

____________________________________ for a spirit of despair. 

 

 

It further describes the people who accept this marvelous exchange as, “oaks of 

righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of his splendor.”  In your own 

words, what do you think that means? 

 

 

Do you think you can become an “oak of righteousness and a planting of the Lord”? 

 

 

It is an exchange process, and the only thing required is that you are willing to exchange 

your present unsightly wardrobe for his new garments.   

 

 

This is meant to be the normal Christian life.  Anything less is abnormal – subnormal.  It is 

not just for a few people. 



Look again at the list of ugly things we have to get out of our “closets:” 

 

1. sexual immorality  7. impurity 

2. lust     8. evil desires 

3. greed    9. anger 

4. rage    10. malice 

5. slander     11. filthy language 

6. lying 

 

Are there any in this list that you need to deal with? 

 

 

And here is the list of beautiful clothes that should be in our “closets” and we should 

wear everyday: 

 

1. Compassion   6. Tolerance 

2. Kindness   7. Forgiveness 

3. Humility   8. Peace 

4. Gentleness   9. Thankfulness 

5. Patience   10. Love 

 

 

Which one do you need to work on most? 

This Wardrobe Should Be Worn Daily 

 

If you really want to be a well-dressed Christian, and wear all of these clothes at once 

(you won't be overdressed!), I have a suggestion to help you.  Make a decision to dress 

your inner person each day, just as you dress your outer person. 

 

Here is what it takes to wear these beautiful garments consistently: 

 

DESIRE:  You have to want it very much.  If it's the desire of your heart, then God 

has something he can work with.  But he will not force these inner garments on 

you.  You must desire them and set your will to wear them. 

 

TIME:  In our very first lesson we went through a little calculation to estimate 

how much time we spend in an average day dressing our outer person.   

 

HOLY SPIRIT:  It’s impossible to do on your own.  It has to be Spirit-empowered.   

 

Galatians 5:16:  So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires 

of the flesh. 

 

 

 



Commitment:   

As we've gone through this study, we've talked about how to put on each individual 

garment.  You've identified the ones that you need to work on the most, and the old 

clothes you need to get rid of.  Now, put those things in your Prayer Journal (I hope you 

have one!) and look at that list each morning as you pray and go through the steps of 

putting off your old clothes and putting on his. 

 

I encourage you to put a structure in place that forces you to do this regularly.  God’s 

Word works and if you keep on applying God’s Word, it transforms you.   

 

Looking in God's Mirror 

  

James 1:23-25: Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is 

like someone who looks at his face in a mirror 
24 

and, after looking at himself, 

goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 
25 

But whoever looks 

intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not 

forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they 

do. 

 

How does James describe a person who hears and understands what God wants him or 

her to do, and then does nothing about what he or she hears? 

 

This whole study series has been looking into God's mirror.  Will it make a difference in 

your life, or having looked in the mirror, will you forget what you have heard?  Are you 

going to walk away from God's mirror without taking the action you need to take? 

 

Look again at James 1:25. What is promised to the person who looks into God's mirror 

and continues to do what God has told them to do, not forgetting what he or she has 

heard? 

 

This person will be ______________________________. 

 

 

If that's what you want for your life - blessing in everything you do - I urge you not to 

walk away from God's mirror without doing something about what you saw.   
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