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Day One  
 
I don’t know if you’ve noticed, but it sure seems to me that good manners are in short supply these 
days. Just plain, ordinary, everyday manners. Well, our friend Fran has a few run-ins with poor 
manners this week; let’s see how she handles it. 
 
Her son, Drew, now ten years old, walks into the kitchen where Fran is preparing breakfast. “Hey, mom, 
give me some money for school,” he says. 
 
“Excuse me,” Fran replies. “What did you say?” 
 
“I said give me some money for school; I need some lunch money,” he repeats. 
 
“That’s what I thought you said,” Fran answers. “Drew, where are your manners? That’s not the way 
you ask for something, is it?” 
 
“Oh, you mean I have to say please. Okay. . . puleese give me some money for school,” he replies in a 
smart-aleck way. 
 
“Drew, I’ve taught you to have better manners than that. What’s gotten into you lately? You have to be 
reminded to say please and thank you . . . those are basic manners that you must remember, Drew.” 
 
“Why?” he asks. “None of my friends say please and thank you.” 
 
“Now, that’s not true, Drew. I know some of your friends, and their mothers have taught them to be 
polite, too,” Fran says. 
 
“Well, maybe at church, but not at school,” Drew responds. “You know Alex—he says lots of bad things 
at school.” 
 
“Alex Griffin?” Fran is astonished. Alex is the son of a wonderful couple at church and he has always 
behaved very well around her. “I find that hard to believe, Drew. He’s always very polite to me.” 
 
“Yeah, ‘cause his mom’s around and he has to be,” Drew answers. 
 
“Then does that mean that you are polite and nice only when I am around?” Fran asks, almost afraid to 
hear the answer. 
 
Drew’s head drops and he pauses. “Well, sometimes, but I’m not as bad as Alex.” 
 
“Drew, tonight you and I are going to have a long talk about manners and why they are important,” Fran 
informs him. “It’s one thing to go behind your mom’s back and do things you shouldn’t do, but you can’t 
go behind Jesus’ back. He sees and hears everything you do and say. Do you think he is pleased when 
you are rude; when you don’t have good manners like you’ve been taught?” 



 
Drew shrugs his shoulders, unsure how to respond to that. But Fran doesn’t get the feeling that she has 
made her point with him. “Remember, tonight you and I have a long talk.” 
 
As she drives to work, tears trickle down Fran’s cheeks thinking about what Drew said. “Oh, Lord, how 
do you raise kids in this sick world to be decent people? How can I teach my children even the most 
basic everyday manners and help them see that they are important? Am I just overreacting? Am I just 
outdated? Oh, Lord, please give me wisdom and guidance.” 
 
Manners—have you let yours slip lately? Does it matter if you do? After all, not many people have good 
manners these days. Should a Christian worry about it? 
 
Day Two  
 
Do you ever forget to use the good manners your mom taught you? In a world that seems to be less 
and less civil and more and more rude, it’s easy for us to fall into that pattern. But as Christ-followers, 
our lifestyles should be markedly different, and I believe that includes good manners.  
 
Fran had a startling conversation with her ten-year-old son, Drew, this morning, and realized that the 
good manners she’s been trying to teach him seem to be defeated by the influence of his school 
friends. She has determined to have a long talk with him tonight about the importance of manners. 
 
Arriving at work she looks at her calendar and realizes that she has to finish her preparations for a 
training session tomorrow. It’s an optional session that her boss asked her to conduct. She gets her 
handouts together and takes them to her assistant. “Linda, these are the handouts for tomorrow’s 
training session. How many people are coming?” 
 
“I’ve only gotten return calls from three people, Fran, so I don’t know for sure,” Linda replies. 
 
“Didn’t we put a deadline for responding, Linda?” Fran asks. 
 
“Sure; they were supposed to let us know by last Friday. But hardly anyone ever calls. I have to get on 
the phone and call them, and then it’s phone tag for days,” Linda shrugs. 
 
“But it’s in the memo that they are to let us know one way or the other, right?” Fran asks again. 
 
“Right, Fran, but they just don’t do it, that’s what I’m telling you,” Linda says. 
 
Returning to her office, Fran flops in her chair. Talking to herself she says, “What’s happening here? 
Isn’t it professionally correct to return calls, respond to requests, fulfill requirements? Is that no longer 
the professional thing to do?” 
 
Her friend, Louise, walks in. “Talking to yourself again, I see. Be careful when you start answering 
yourself.” 
 
They chuckle. “Louise, I’m bothered. It just seems to me that manners are quickly disappearing from 
the scene. Nobody bothers with simple everyday manners anymore.” 
 
“You just noticed?” Louise responds. “Why? What happened?” 
 
Fran tells her about the episode with her son this morning, and then the realization that the 
professionals in their own company don’t demonstrate simple business manners.  
 



“Well, Fran,” Louise says, “you might as well get used to it. That’s the way things are these days. 
Nobody seems to have time to be polite.” 
 
“You know what, Louise—this is a place where we can shine as Christians, don’t you agree?” Fran 
asks. 
 
“You mean, we can be very polite to show them up?” Louise asks. 
 
“Not to show others up but to demonstrate the kindness and consideration of others that Jesus always 
had. After all, that’s what manners really are—being considerate of others,” Fran says. 
 
“You’re right about that,” Louise agrees. 
 
“Let’s start a campaign for good manners, what do you think?” Fran asks. 
 
With a furrowed brow, Louise considers her request. Well, what do you think? Should we Christians 
start a campaign for good manners? Do they really matter? 
 
Day Three 
 
How are you doing in the good manners department? In our very rushed society with its frantic pace, 
often simple good manners seem to get lost in the shuffle. But don’t you believe it’s still important for 
those of us who believe in Jesus Christ to show the same care and concern for others that he did—and 
wouldn’t that include simple good manners? 
 
Fran has been pondering these questions this week, as she has been confronted with poor manners on 
the part of her young son and her professional peers. Tonight, as she clears the dishes from the dinner 
table, she says to Drew, “Remember, we’re having a talk tonight, Drew.” He makes a face, indicating 
that he had hoped she would forget. But Fran believes it is important to nip his attitude in the bud, and 
she has prayed all day that Drew will listen and accept what she says. 
 
Sitting down with him, she says, “You know, Drew, this morning you said that you’re not always polite 
and nice at school like I’ve taught you to be because the other boys in your class are not very polite. Is 
that right?” 
 
“Yeah,” Drew hesitates. “I mean, it’s not cool to be saying please and thanks and stuff like that all the 
time.” 
 
“Not cool, huh?” Fran says. “Well, what is more important, Drew: to please God or to please your 
friends?” Drew doesn’t want to answer that question. Fran continues: “The Bible says it’s better to 
please God than people. You know, Drew, if you try to be cool all the time, you’ll always be doing what 
the other guys are doing, and that could lead you into all kinds of bad things.” 
 
She has a long talk with him about going along with the crowd and the importance of having a good 
testimony for Jesus at school. “You know, Drew,” she concludes, “your Dad was always very polite. Do 
you remember?” 
 
He nods. “And if he were here, he’d insist on you having good manners just like he did. He would want 
you to realize that even if you’re different from the other boys, the right thing to do is have good 
manners like we’ve taught you. Your dad was a very special man, and he always had good manners.” 
 
This reaches young Drew’s heart, and he apologizes to his mom. “I really am sorry, Mom. I know Dad 
would want me to be nice,” he says. 
 



They pray together and Fran’s heart is lighter. As she lays her head on the pillow that night, she thanks 
the Lord for helping her and once again asks for his protection of her children in this world which is 
often so anti-biblical. 
 
Are you teaching your children good manners? Do you demonstrate good manners in your home? I 
think we need to re-examine this time-honored tradition of being mannerly and realize that it’s the right 
thing to do. 
 
Day Four 
 
My topic this week is good manners. Why good manners? Well, for one thing, they seem to be in short 
supply these days, and our worlds are becoming less and less civil and polite and that just adds 
another level of stress to our everyday lives. Secondly, good manners means simply being considerate 
of others, and surely that is the right thing to do especially if we are Christians. 
 
Paul wrote to the Corinthians 8:21: “For we are taking pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of 
the Lord but also in the eyes of men.” Good manners is doing what is right, including saying thank you 
and please, letting someone go ahead of you, returning phone calls promptly, having good eating 
manners—and a myriad of other things that used to be firmly taught in the home. Maybe that’s where 
the breakdown begins these days—we aren’t teaching or demonstrating good manners in our homes. 
 
Well, our friend Fran has confronted her son’s lack of manners this week, and hopefully has helped him 
to see that he needs to be polite at all times. Driving to work this next morning, she is singing along with 
a praise and worship song on the radio when someone starts blowing his horn behind her. She looks in 
the rearview mirror and realizes he is right on her bumper. She’s in the left lane going the speed limit, 
but evidently he thinks she’s driving too slow. 
 
She starts to put on her turn signal to change to the middle lane, but before she can, he pulls out and 
whips around her, almost running into her. He misses by an inch if that much. Fran’s heart almost stops 
beating, realizing how close she came to an accident. As he pulls around her, he gives her a very ugly 
sign and yells something profane at her. 
 
Road rage, she thinks. Good grief, I’m not even safe driving the speed limit in my car anymore. It takes 
her back to this whole issue of manners, and how our society seems to have lost the civil touch. 
 
“Lord,” she prays, “what can I do to keep from falling into this trap? All around me people are rude and 
uncaring and impolite, and it can be contagious. Please help me, Father, to maintain the good manners 
I’ve been taught and to pass them on to my children. Please help me, Father.”  
 
After praying she immediately thinks of some thank you notes that she needs to write. “Good grief,” she 
says to herself, “I should have written those notes last week. Forgive me for my lack of good manners, 
Lord. I’ll write them at lunch today, for sure.” 
 
You may not think of good manners as a spiritual issue, but I believe it is because good manners 
demonstrate a caring attitude and that is very spiritual indeed.  
 
Day Five 
 
One translation of Romans 12:2 says: “Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its own mould, 
but let God re-mould your minds from within, so that you may prove in practice that the plan of God for 
you is good, meets all his demands and moves towards the goal of true maturity” (Phillips translation 
“The New Testament in Modern English”). 
 



I particularly like the first part that says “Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its own mould,” 
because I believe we as believers are in a daily battle against conformity. Conformity to this world and 
its practices, its philosophies, its culture. 
 
I’ve been talking about the absence of good manners in our world today, and this is one good example 
of how we can allow the world to squeeze us into its mold. I truly believe that every Christian should 
have good manners, not to please people, but to please the Lord.  
 
What are good manners? Well, the list is quite long, but let me mention a few basic ones: 
 

•Being careful to say please and thank you appropriately 
•Allowing other people to go first 
•Not interrupting others when they are talking 
•Having good table manners, such as not eating until everyone is served 
•Returning phone calls promptly 
•Being on time 
•Keeping promises 
•Special respect for elderly people 
•Demonstrating kindness on the road 

 
These are just a few that come to my mind. When we fail to have simple good manners in our society, 
we pollute our environment. Relationships are damaged because we are not considerate of others. We 
raise the general stress levels of our society; it’s simply more stressful to do anything or go anywhere 
because you are likely to encounter rude people. Careers are harmed by lack of professional manners.  
 
But for us as believers, most importantly, opportunities to be a witness for Jesus are lost if we don’t 
demonstrate good manners. The uniqueness of our faith is that we have been made new creations in 
Christ through his grace and mercy, and we now have the power of God’s Spirit within us to enable us 
to care about others with sincerity. That means that in everyday life we should want to be polite 
because it gives us a chance to show the love of Christ to others. 
 
If your manners are not in good condition, it could be because you weren’t taught them as a child or 
you’ve been shoved into the mold of the world around you. Either way, it’s not too late. Make it a matter 
of prayer and begin to consciously practice good manners. And remember, start with good manners at 
home, and then see how God can use it to bring glory to his name. 
 


