
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Delighting in the Trinity 
July 20, 2021 

Chapter 5 – “Who Among the Gods is Like You, O Lord?” 

 
 

Reeves begins this chapter with the statement “How the Atheists Are Right.”  What does he mean 

by this? 

 

Why do you think the Trinity has been a mere “sideline” doctrine for many people—many 

Christians? 

 

Not having a true knowledge of God, which is eternal life, many have turned to alternative 

spiritualities to find the god they need.  That’s because God has put eternity in our hearts: 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:11:  He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also 
set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from 
beginning to end. 

 

So, when we don’t know the only true God, the Triune God, then our need for some god will take 

us to other erroneous spiritual beliefs.   

 

Think of the characteristics of our Triune God which are so very important to you in your life: 

• Mercy  

• Grace  

Isaiah 30:18:  Yet the LORD longs to be gracious to you; therefore, he will rise 
up to show you compassion. For the LORD is a God of justice. Blessed are all who 
wait for him! 
 



 
• Forgiveness:  

Isaiah 43:25: “I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, 
and remembers your sins no more.” 

 

• No stern “Stalin-in-the-sky” god would ever take delight in you. 
 

Zephaniah 3:17: The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. 
He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but 
will rejoice over you with singing.” 

 

Do you have a new understanding of why we must continually recognize that our God is a Triune 

God?  How has this affected your prayers, your thoughts of God, your understanding of God’s 

love for you? 

 

God’s Holiness:   

“People say, Yes, God is loving, but he is also holy—as if holiness is an unloving thing, the cold side 

of God that stops God from being too loving.” (p. 114) 

 

Psalm 96:9:  Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness; tremble before him, all 
the earth. 

 

Compare the way you love to the way God loves: 

• God’s love is pure because he is holy.  There is nothing selfish or abusive about the love of 

our Triune God. 

• Our love is often perverse and misdirected; it is selfish and conditional. 

• Because God is holy—set apart—his love is set apart from our love.  His love is holy. 

 

Leviticus 19:2: “Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy.”    
 

That means be like our God.  “Love for the Lord, love for neighbor—that is the heart of holiness 

and how the triune God’s people get to be like him” (p. 117). 

 

God’s Wrath:   

God’s love and his wrath coexist.  God’s wrath is because he hates evil and loves us. In his pure love, 

God cannot tolerate evil. 

Romans 12:9:  Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+96&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+96&version=NIV


When you are angry/wrathful, what are the usual causes?  How do you behave?  Because we are 

created in God’s image, what should our “wrath” look like? 

 

Are you thankful for God’s wrath?  Even when he confronts evil/sin in your life, are you thankful 

that he loves you so much he won’t overlook sin that is bringing you down? 

 

Hebrews 12:4 – 11:  In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the 
point of shedding your blood. 5 And have you completely forgotten this word of 
encouragement that addresses you as a father addresses his son? It says, 
“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he 
rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and he chastens 
everyone he accepts as his son.”  7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you 
as his children. For what children are not disciplined by their father? 8 If you are not 
disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate, not true 
sons and daughters at all. 9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined 
us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of 
spirits and live! 10 They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God 
disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. 11 No discipline 
seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of 
righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. 

 

God’s Glory: 

What does it mean to glorify God: To pump up his self-esteem?  To make him seem more than he is?  

How could our God be made to appear greater than he is?  Impossible! 

 

Ephesians 1:3; 6:  Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  6 to the 
praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.  

 

Glorifying God means we simply are reciting or ascribing to God what is already his, declaring him 

to be as he truly is.   
 

Psalms 29:2: Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD in the 
splendor of his holiness. 

 

When we ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name, what does that mean?  What does that sound 

like?  How often do you do this when you pray? 

 



What is God’s glory like?  It is described in many ways in the Bible.  Here are a few: 

 

Luke 2:8 – 9:   And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 

• It shone brightly and it was terrifying. 

 

Luke 9:32:  Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully 
awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 

• It can be seen. 

 

Matthew 17:2:  There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, 
and his clothes became as white as the light. 

• It is radiant light, shining out. 

 

Revelation 21:23:  The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the 
glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 

• God’s glory is like radiant light, bright, even frightening. 

 

Hebrews 1:3:  The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation 
of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 

 

Since Jesus is the radiance of God’s glory, we know and experience God’s glory through Jesus. 
 

John 1:14:  The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen 
his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 

 

Jesus shows us the glory of God—Jesus is the glory of God.  We know God and his glory because 

we know Jesus.   

 

The Spirit also glorifies God. 
 

John 16:14: (Jesus speaking) He (the Spirit that Jesus will send) will glorify me 
because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. 

John 12: 23:  Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  



 

What did he mean? 

John 12:24, 31-33: Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground 
and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. . . 31 Now 
is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven 
out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He 
said this to show the kind of death he was going to die. 

Astonishingly, the moment when Jesus finally reaches the deepest point of his humiliation, at the 

cross, is the moment when he is glorified and most clearly seen for who he is. (p. 127) Nowhere does 

God’s glory shine more brightly than it does in the cross. 

What kind of god dies?  No other “god” that the world has manufactured would want this kind of 

glory.  “Other gods need worship and service and sustenance.  But this God needs nothing.  He 

has life in himself—and so much so that he is brimming over.  His glory is inestimably good, 

overflowing, self-giving.” (P. 127) 

 

Jesus Christ is the way to know the true God.  He is the Spirit-anointed Son, and he reveals his 

Father.   

Galatians 6:14:  May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 
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