
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Delighting in the Trinity 
July 6 , 2021 

Chapter 3 - Salvation: The Son Shares What Is His 

 

 

In chapter two we saw how the Father pours his love out to us through his creation and his creativity.  

In Chapter 3 we take an in-depth look into all that the Son shares with us. 

 

This chapter begins by explaining how we are created to love, but because of sin, it has turned and 

twisted our love so that we love wrongly.  Because we are created in the image of the Triune God, 

we are created to delight in harmonious relationship, to love God and to love others.   

 

Have you ever thought about this incredible truth—that you were created to love God first and 

others second.  “Created to love God, we turn to love ourselves and anything but God.” P. 65 

 

What is it in your life that has “twisted” your love—the love that was intended for God and others?  

Where has/is your love often misdirected? 

 

From page 66: “That is what went wrong in Eden, the garden of God: those who were made to 

enjoy the beauty of the Lord turned away to enjoy their own.”  How quickly this can happen!  How 

easily we are fooled.   

 

From page 67: “Moreover, our problem is not so much that we have behaved wrongly, but that we 

have been drawn to love wrongly.  Made in the image of the God of love, Augustine argued that we 

are always motivated by love—and that is why Adam and Eve disobeyed God.” 

 



Have you ever thought about the truth that when you sin, it is not because you behaved wrongly; it 

is because your love has been misdirected and when you love something more than God, you sin? 

 

But our sin did not cause God to turn from us, to abandon us, to condemn us.  Instead, our very 

rejection of God caused him to “draw from the extreme depths of his love.” 

  

1 John 4:8 – 10:  Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is 

how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we 

might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 

Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

 

Can you even begin to thank God enough for verse 10: he loved us and sent Jesus to offer himself 

as a sacrifice for our sins?  “Without the cross, we could never have imagined the depth and 

seriousness of what it means to say that God is love.” P.  69 

 

 

 

Why did the Father send his Son to us? 

 

• John 3:16:  God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son. 

• John 17:25 – 26: “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and 

they know that you have sent me. 26 I have made you known to them, and will continue to make 

you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in 

them.” 

 

Can you paraphrase the answer to this question, based on these passages? 

 

Jesus said that the glory the Father gave to him he has given to those who believe (John 17:22) 

 

What does it mean to you that Jesus is sharing God’s glory with you?  What does that look like? 

How do you recognize it? 

 

Can you explain the important and wonderful truth that Jesus became our High Priest?   

 

On page 75 the author says, “This is salvation with jam on top.”  He explains that the trinitarian 

God is totally involved in the salvation offered to us.   Not only did the Son bring us before the 

Father through his sacrifice on the cross, but we receive the Spirit with which Jesus was anointed. 

 



John 16:13 - 14:   When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he 

will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to 

you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it 

to you. (ESV) 

 

The Spirit takes what is the Son’s—what the Father has given the Son—and makes it ours. 

 

J.I. Packer wrote: “If you want to judge how well a person understand Christianity, find out how 

much he makes of the thought of being God’s child, and having God as his Father.” P. 75 

 

How often do you think of your position as God’s child?  How often do you thank God for this 

incredible truth?   

 

From p. 76: “To be the child of some rich king would be nice; but to be the beloved of the emperor 

of the universe is beyond words.” 

 

Think if you were the child of Queen Elizabeth.  Would a day ever go by that you were not aware 

of your position?  Would you not enjoy the privileges that would be yours as the child of a Queen?  

How much more should we be aware of and grateful for our position as a child of God? 

 

If God were not Father, Son and Spirit, we could not be his child.  If God was a single God, he 

“might allow us to live under his rule and protection, but at an infinite distance. . . “P. 77.  There 

would be no way to be close to that kind of God.  But our God comes as a Father sharing his love 

for his Son, and gives us his Spirit, allowing us to call him “Abba.” 

 

If you read the Bible regularly, why do you read it? 

• As a religious duty? 

• As an attempt to earn God’s favor? 

• As a manual of handy tips for effective religious living? 

 

When you see Christ as the subject of all Scripture, then you can read, “not so much asking ‘What 

does this mean for me, right now?’ but “What do I learn here of Christ?”  P. 83 

 

The Spirit breathed out the Scripture not just to alter our behavior, not just to merely know about 

Christ, but that we might have a true love for the Triune God.   
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