
 

 
Introduction  
I remind you of what I said in Lesson 1 – we are striving for a balanced life. When we truly learn when 
and how to say “no”, as we talked about last week, we are moving in the right direction. 

We saw how Jesus was able to say no to people, even to disappoint them when necessary, in order to 
stay on track with what his Father had sent him to do. And at the end of his earthly ministry, he could 
look back with satisfaction and say he had finished the work he was sent to do. He didn’t please 
everyone, but he pleased the important One.   

Looking Through Forever Eyes  
 

2 Corinthians 4:18: So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is 
seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”  

 
God has created an unseen spiritual world, just as real as what you and I see all around us every day.  
 

Colossians 1:15-16:  The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For 
in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 
 

Paul is referring to the Son, Jesus Christ, and he states this incredible truth: Jesus is the Creator of all 
things, visible and invisible. Since he created invisible things, what does that tell us about these 
invisible things?  

Ephesians 6:12:  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenly realms. 

How often do prepare for the battle that is awaiting you each day?  If you don’t even know you are in a 
battle, you don’t have much chance of winning – right? When you chose to follow Jesus Christ, you 
became a part of this fighting army of Christians who are fighting spiritual forces of evil all around us. 

Those forces of evil come to us in different forms, often unseen—sometimes in our thoughts, 
sometimes through other people who tell us lies and we start to believe them.  Remember when Jesus 
said to Peter:  

Matthew 16:23: “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in 
mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 
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At that moment Satan was a force of evil around Jesus; he was the voice of the powers of the dark 
world, and Jesus recognized the invisible things. Peter, of course, did not intend to be used by Satan, 
but he was, and Jesus saw that he was a stumbling block and rebuked him. 

Learning to look through forever eyes is a good beginning to help us set priorities in our lives.  It is the 
best way I know to keep your perspective and not let little things wipe you out. Looking through 
Forever Eyes is a great stress reducer. 

We all recognize that a great part of our life is consumed with the seen stuff. How do we keep from 
allowing them to swallow us whole?   

What are some of the visible, non-eternal things which are so demanding and time consuming? Think 
about what happens to you when you start to become overly focused on these things.  

To help us see how forever eyes will change our perception and alter our priorities, here are some 
hypothetical situations to consider. Let me warn you, they aren’t easy, cut-and-dried, black-and-white 
decisions. In some cases, there could be opposite decisions made by different people from different 
perspectives, and both could be correct.   

Case Study #1  
You’re a single mom with two kids, a girl in junior high and a boy in the sixth grade. You’ve just been 
offered a promotion at work, and it means about $400 more take-home pay each month. That will help 
a lot with your tight finances, and you think you’d enjoy the new position. And maybe you’d be able to 
save some money for your children’s college education, which has been a concern to you. However, this 
position requires you to work three evenings per week until 8:30 pm, which means you’ll miss that time 
with your family, and you’ll have to drop out of your Bible study group.  
If you put on forever eyes and look at this promotion, what decision do you think you would make? 
 
Case Study #2  
You just received a merit bonus at work - unexpected compensation. Everyone says you should buy 
some- thing for yourself with it, something you wouldn’t normally buy. Sounds good to you; you’ve 
been drooling over a sofa for your living room.  
But you know a young couple who have run into some very difficult times, with serious health problems, 
and they’re about to lose their house because they can’t make their mortgage payments. You’ve 
wanted to be able to significantly help them financially, but you just didn’t have the money - until now. 
If you put on forever eyes and look at this bonus, what decision do you think you would make?  
 
Case Study #3  
You just got your first brand new car, and it’s a beauty. You’ve always had “clinkers” before, so you’ve 
looked forward to having a pretty new one, and you’ve saved your money a long time for it.  
However, you’ve noticed that you get a little “up tight” when you’re driving now, worried about 
someone hitting you. And you yelled at your nephew the other day when he started eating a hamburger 
in your car. Someone parked very close to you in a parking lot this week and when they opened their 
door, it tapped your door. You rolled down your window and angrily asked them to please be more 
careful about opening their door! And now you’ve got to add another hour to your Saturday schedule 
for washing, vacuuming, and polishing your new car!  
How would you feel about your new car, and what difference would it make in your behavior, if you 
looked at it through forever eyes?  
 



Case Study #4  
Like all women, you enjoy pretty clothes, and so you splurged recently and bought a gorgeous silk 
blouse, which blew the budget a bit, but it was just too pretty to pass up. Today when you wore it to 
work, you spilled some salad dressing right on the front during lunch. You know how difficult it is to 
clean silk, and how expensive it is to take it to the cleaners. All afternoon you’ve been brooding over 
that spot on your new blouse, worrying about whether you can get it to come out or not. You’ve fussed 
and complained to several of your friends, and you continue to feel frustrated and angry at yourself for 
being so careless.  
What would forever eyes do to help you cope with your soiled blouse?  

Each of us need to learn our own selves well enough to know where we tend to let the visible things 
take over our heart.  It will be different for you than it is for me.   

Looking at People through Forever Eyes 
When we see people through forever eyes, invariably it changes the way we feel about them and the 
way we treat them. 
 
Psalm 73: A psalm of Asaph. 
 Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart.2 But as for me, my feet had almost 
slipped; I had nearly lost my foothold.  For I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the 
wicked.  4 They have no struggles; their bodies are healthy and strong. 5 They are free from common 
human burdens; they are not plagued by human ills. 6 Therefore pride is their necklace; they clothe 
themselves with violence. 7 From their callous hearts comes iniquity; their evil imaginations have no 
limits. 8 They scoff, and speak with malice; with arrogance they threaten oppression.9 Their mouths lay 
claim to heaven, and their tongues take possession of the earth.10 Therefore their people turn to them 
and drink up waters in abundance. 11 They say, “How would God know? Does the Most High know 
anything?” 
12 This is what the wicked are like— always free of care, they go on amassing wealth. 13 Surely in vain I 
have kept my heart pure and have washed my hands in innocence.14 All day long I have been afflicted, 
and every morning brings new punishments. 15 If I had spoken out like that, I would have betrayed your 
children.16 When I tried to understand all this, it troubled me deeply 17 till I entered the sanctuary of 
God;  then I understood their final destiny.18 Surely you place them on slippery ground;  you cast them 
down to ruin.19 How suddenly are they destroyed, completely swept away by terrors! 
20 They are like a dream when one awakes; when you arise, Lord,  you will despise them as fantasies. 
21 When my heart was grieved and my spirit embittered, 22 I was senseless and ignorant; I was a brute 
beast before you. 23 Yet I am always with you; you hold me by my right hand. 24 You guide me with your 
counsel, and afterward you will take me into glory. 25 Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has 
nothing I desire besides you.26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and 
my portion forever. 27 Those who are far from you will perish; you destroy all who are unfaithful to 
you.28 But as for me, it is good to be near God.  I have made the Sovereign LORD my refuge; I will tell of 
all your deeds. 
 

Notice the change in Asaph’s attitude beginning in verse 17. What was Asaph able to see with forever 
eyes, as stated in verse 17?  

Forever eyes make us very far-sighted—we can see the end of things. Can you name anyone in your life 
right now who is causing you difficulty, irritation, treating you unfairly, or making life unpleasant for 
you?  



Have you yet tried to see them through forever eyes? What kind of changes do you note in your 
attitude toward them when you stop and look at them as Asaph did?  

The most incredible thing about viewing our relationships through forever eyes is that we benefit more 
than anyone else. 
  
The Impact of Looking through Forever Eyes 
Many times, when we get an eternal viewpoint, people will think we’re making foolish decisions 
because most everyone else is looking only at visible things, not the invisible things which forever eyes 
teach us to see. So, don’t be surprised to discover that your forever eyes may not be appreciated by 
others.  
 
Can you recall a time when someone thought you were foolish for making a decision and setting your 
priorities by God’s principles? 
  

1 Corinthians 2:11-16: For who knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit within them? 
In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 What we have 
received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may 
understand what God has freely given us. 13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by 
human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught 
words] 14 The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of 
God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned 
only through the Spirit. 15 The person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such 
a person is not subject to merely human judgments, 16 for, “Who has known the mind of the 

Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 
 
Based on this passage, who is able to see through forever eyes?  
 
Forever eyes bring a special blessing into our lives. When visible things can no longer control our lives, 
we’re free. Believe me, nothing will calm you down and give you peace like looking at those invisible 
things and remembering what’s important and what isn’t.  
 

2 Corinthians 4:16-17: Therefore, we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, 
yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are 
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 

 
Where were Paul’s forever eyes focused?  
 
Forever eyes made it possible for Paul to say, “I do not lose heart.”  
 
Learn to ask yourself: “What difference will this make in eternity.” 
 
 
Suggested Assignment  
I strongly recommend that you memorize:  
 

2 Corinthians 4:18: So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is 
seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.  



Then, make it your goal to pray every morning this week before your day begins that God will help you 
see everything through forever eyes. Ask him to remind you throughout your day about looking at 
every situation and every person through his eternal perspective.  

If you will memorize this verse, quote it daily, and pray each morning for forever eyes, I truly believe 
you will see some miraculous changes in your attitude—even in only one short week. Will you join me 
in asking God to give you forever eyes and see what it will do for you?  
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