
 
 

Meet Grace 
What is Grace? 
 

• Grace is anything that I need, but don't deserve; that I could never repay, but God gives to me 
anyway. 

• Grace is the face that God puts on when he looks at my failures, my faults and my flaws. 

• Grace means God moving heaven and earth to save sinners who could not lift a finger to save 
themselves.  

• Grace means God sending his only Son to descend into hell through his death on the cross so 
that we guilty ones might be reconciled to God and received into heaven.  

 
Outrageous grace is God’s goodness that comes looking for you when you have continually rebelled in 
the face of God in return. Let’s look at three stories in the Bible that Jesus told to illustrate God’s 
Grace. 

Matthew 20:1 – 16: 
For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for 
his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius[a] for the day and sent them into his vineyard. 
3 “About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing 
nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So 
they went. 
“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing. 6 About five 
in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you 
been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 
7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. 
“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 
8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them 
their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ 
9 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a denarius. 10 So 
when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also 
received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. 12 ‘These 
who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ 
13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a 
denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave 
you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?’ 
16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+20%3A1+-+16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23795a


So, what’s the point of this story Jesus told?  Jesus is illustrating God’s Grace!  God is a God of Grace, 
and he can and does extend his grace to whom he chooses. 

Don’t ever get to the place where you think you deserve God’s Grace more than someone else. Be 
eternally grateful for this kind of amazing Grace, because we are just as undeserving as the thief on the 
cross. 
 
Luke 15:1 – 7 
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. 
Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And 
when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and 
neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same 
way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who do not need to repent. 
 
Luke 15:11 - 32 
Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, 
give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 
13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there 
squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that 
whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that 
country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the 
pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 
17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, 
and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like 
one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father. 
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran 
to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 
21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son.’ 
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his 
finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and 
celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began 
to celebrate. 
25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and 
dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother has 
come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and 
sound.’ 
28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with 
him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed 
your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But 
when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the 
fattened calf for him!’ 
31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to 
celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found.’” 



This was the most outrageous parable Jesus ever taught.  It would have caused all kinds of objections 
from his Jewish audience.  It is a totally ridiculous story.  God’s Grace will not fit in our boxes of fairness 
or reasonableness or good decisions.  It’s one-way love that calls you into the Kingdom not because 
you’ve been good but because God has chosen you and made you his own.  
 

Romans 5:8:  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. 

 
Often grace is defined as God’s unmerited favor to us.  What is the favor that God bestows on us? 
 

1. God bestows grace as our means of salvation.  Grace is your ticket to Heaven.   
 

Ephesians 2:8-9:  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. 

 
You can’t buy this ticket; it’s a gift of God’s amazing Grace!  It’s free, and it’s the only way you can get 
there.   
 

2 Corinthians 8:9: For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 
for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 

 
2. God gives us his Grace for daily living. 

Grace is not just the basis for our right standing with God, but all of life is grounded in grace.   

Titus 2:11-12: “ For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches 
us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and 
godly lives in this present age” 

 
    We are enabled to live a holy life because of God’s Grace: 
 

2 Timothy 1:9:  He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have 
done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before 
the beginning of time 
 

God continues to save us from the power of sin throughout our Christian life, and God is going to 
save us from the presence of sin when we stand before him in glorified bodies - and it is all by 
grace. 

 
3. Grace empowers us to be a part of what God is doing 

Acts 20:24:  However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the 
race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good 
news of God’s grace. 
 

4. Grace is sufficient for every need you will have while on your way to Heaven.   
 
2 Timothy 2:1: You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 
 



Hebrews 13:9:  Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings. It is good for our hearts 
to be strengthened by grace, not by eating ceremonial foods, which is of no benefit to those 
who do so. 

 
2 Corinthians 12:9:  But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.”  

 
Grace Upon Grace 
And this is just the beginning.  
 

John 1:16:   For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 
 
Jesus is full of grace: 
 

John 1:14: The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

Is there a limit to his grace?  None, never!  And from his grace—his willingness to pour on you 
unmerited favor, favor you don’t deserve and never can—from the fullness of the grace in Jesus, who 
is full of grace, you, as his child, have received grace upon grace.  Unending grace. Immeasurable grace. 
 
I want to leave you with a picture of you after you have met Grace. As a result, you are covered with 
grace!  Grace follows you everywhere!  Grace fills your heart!  Grace comes out of your mouth.  Grace 
gets you through the tough times.  You have met Grace and you know Grace very well, because you are 
growing in the knowledge and understanding of Grace: 
 

2 Peter 3:18: But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him 
be glory both now and forever! Amen. 

 
No longer are you burdened with trying to earn God’s favor; no longer is the past haunting you; no 
longer do you feel unloved or unworthy.  You’ve met Grace!  Big time! And you’re getting to know her 
better and better everyday. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
You need to meet Grace every day.  Start in the morning saying, “Hello, Grace.”  Thank God for grace.  
Ask God to fill you again with the fullness of Grace that is found in Jesus.  Pray for your words to be full 
of grace, your attitude to be grace-filled, your actions to come from that grace-filled heart.  Pray Grace 
into your life.   
Say hello to Grace all through your day.  When you have a free minute, think about Grace instead of 
allowing your thoughts to go to wrong places.  Fix your mind on Jesus, the One who is full of grace. 
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