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| esson #2 ~ Novcmbcr 17,2020

Lcaming to | isten to (God

chrcws Fil — 2 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God sPoke to our fathers bg the
Prophets, but in these last dags he has spoken to us bg his Son, whom he aPPointed the heir of all
tlﬂings) through whom also he created the world.

2 Timo’clﬁg 3.16: All Scripturc is breathed out bg (God and ProFitab]c for tcaching, for rcprooxc, for

correction, and for training in righteousncss...

Qu FSTION: What does it mean to you that “all Scripture is breathed out }39 (God?

[f GGod breathed his very breath and truth into the words of 5criPture, itjust makes sense that we canlook
to that written word to learn to know God better.

Romans 154 [or evergthing that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the
endurance taught in the Scripturcs and the encouragement theg Provide we might have hoPe.

We take our Bible Forgranted. [~ ver stop to think what you would do if someone took all your Bibles
away from you? We need to know how Precious this book is. [Have you fallen in love with the Bible?



Fsalm fi9isa beautiful testimony to the power and a“~suxc1cicienc9 of the Word of God in the life of a
believer. Look at these verses in this Fsalm and see what the Word of God can do for you:

Verses 2-3: Blessed are those who keeP his testimonies, who seek him with their whole heart, who

also do no wrong, but walk in his wags!

Vcrsc 9: [Jow can a young man keep his way pure? Bg guarding it according to your word.
Vcrsc 11: | have stored up your word in my !'xcart, that | might not sin against you.

Vcrsc 99: l have more understanding than all my tcacners, Forgour testimonies are my meditation.
Vcrsc 105: Yourwordis a lamp to my feet and a ]ight to my Path.

Vcrsc 165: Great peace have those who love your law; nothing can make them stumble.

This is what you can exPect the V\/ord of Gocl to do Foryou and in you as you getto know God better bg
listening to his blessed written Word.

Kcading the Word of God

Lcarning how to read the Biblc in a meditative manneris cxtrcmelg imPortant. Without it you could read for
dags and clays and rea”g getvery little from it. Rcmcmbcr, there’s no other book in the world like this one.

] want to encourage you to prepare 90urse]1c as you open it up cach clay. Sit for a few minutes and pray

and think about this book that 9ou’re opcning and the treasures that are there.

Do you have a method in P]ac@ for réading your Biblc’.’ You want to have a balanced Cliét~—©!d and New
Testamcnt. And you want to include all the books of the Biblc. r"iow much you read each Clag is your

decision, but it needs to be more than a few verses ora cl—rapter.

Tl’lere are many good devotional books, and ]’ve often used one of two of my favorites a]ong with my Bible
reac;ing, but NIEVER in Place of my Bible reading.

] want to encourage you to cha”cngc 3ourscl1c to read more than you think you can each clag. The one ]’ve

used for many years is this one:



Ona dailg basis:

o Rcad | chaptermcrom a Gospe!
o Start in Matthew, go through John and then start again in Matthew.

o Rcad | chaptermcrom the remainder of the Ncw Testamen’c
o Startin Acts, go througlﬂ Revelation and start again in Acts.

o Rcad | Fsalm
o Star’c at Fsalm 1, go through Fsalm 150 and start over again‘

o Rcacl | chaptcrmcrom Froverbs
. Thcrc are 31 chapters, soit’s easy to match the chaptcr with the dag of the month.

° Reacl 2 other Olc{ Testament chaPters

. Star’c at (Genesis and go through Job, then start again in (senesis.

o Startin | cclesiastes and go through Malachi (skipping Fsalms and Proverbs), then start again in

Ecclesiastes.
]’ve even designed a sheet to keep track of where ]’m reacling, and that is included in your handout.

This it may be too much hcgou’rejust a bcgirmer. ]1C 50, choose two Por’cions of it; start small.

Mcditating on the Word of (God

How do you cultivate that meditative rcading?

thn you find your mind wandering and you realize you've read a few verses but you have no idea what you
read,Just stoP and go back and read that passage again. ]t’s a matter of training 3ourscl1c to stay focused

while you read.

One tl—n'ng that works well for me is to tell mgsehc to read toc]aﬁ as though ]’vc never heard or read this
before. This is csPeciallg l’lC]PFU] while rcading the GosPe]s. ]magine you are there, and you’re !istening to
what Jcsus says and 3ou’vc never heard it before. How would you feel? What would you ask? You will see

Jesus in new ways i)cyou put 3ourse]1c in the Picture.



Then as you’re reading, when something is very meaningxcul to you, dor’t rush it. Stop, pray, ask (God what

is the lesson for you in this verse or passage.

Remember, you can a]ways use otherwise wasted time to reaclﬁmaybe lunch time at work when you can

isolate yoursehc. Or getting up ear]g before the rest of the Familg‘

Fraging ScriPturc as You Read

| want to encourage you to dcve]op the habit of Praging scripture as you read it, especially when a certain

verse sPeaks to HOU‘ Ferhaps HOU reac{:

A new commandment ] give to you, that you love one anothcrzjust as ] have loved you, you also are

to love one another. Uol‘m 1 5:54’)

Ancl it sPca‘(s to you, magbe convicting you that you dor’tlove others as you should——magbe even a
sPechCic person. When that haPPens, stop there and pray about it.

chp a Record of C ommunication with (God

] encourage you to kecp arecord as you read God’s \/\/orcl and it spcaks to you. Man9 benefits:

° Helps you remember what (Hod said to you through His word.
. f"’!elps you concentrate more as your read.

° Becomés a treasure house to you as it tracks your own spiritual growth.

What should you write? Whatcver is on your heartin your stg]c. No})odg reads this but you. No E_ng]ish
teacher will check for 5P6”ing. ]t can be short.



Le’c me ciuote something that Gcorgc Mu“cr wrote on this:

/ Ecgan therefore to meditate on the New | estament from the éc‘glh/?/hg, car/ﬂ in the morning. 7—/76
first i'/l/'ng / did, after ha ving asked in a few wordss the [ ord’s b/css/rig upon [His Iorccfous Word, was
to /ch/n to meditate on the Word of God, scarc/ﬁng as it were every verse to get a 1’3/@55/’/% out of /t,
not for the sake of the pu[)//c m/n/strﬂ of the Woraf not for the sake of, prcacﬁ/ng upon what [ had
medjtated upon, but for oéta/h/}?g food for my own soul.

(]Fgou’re not familiar with Georgc Mu”cr, | stronglg encourage you to read one of his biograpl‘xies. [Te was
a man oFgreat faith and much Pragcn)

You dor’t need to write evergdag - but ] would encourage you to be consistent. Thosejoumals will

becomc valuablc POSSCSSiOﬂS.

] want to say again that ]’m not laging down some strict method that you have to follow to the tee, but l do
know that hcgou dor’t have a structure, you’re not Iikelg to tru]y pursue a knowiedge of God
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