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Review:

Can you quote Fsalm 142:1 - 27

Hannah:

/ 5amuc/ I:1-8

7 here was a certain man of Kama tﬁa/tn—-zo/o/u}n of the hill country of [ P/?Fafm whose name
was [~ lkanah the son of _Jeroham, son of [ lihu, son of | ohu, son of /. u/oﬁ, an
Epﬁratﬁ/tc. Z f‘]’e had two wives. T/?C name of the one was / 7’3/7/73/7, and the name of the
other, Feninnah. And Feninnah had children, but [Jannah had no children.

3 Now this man used to 8o up year bﬂ year from his cffﬂ to wors/wp and to sacrifice to
the LOK D of hosts atﬁ/ﬁ/oh where the two sons of E//, f—/o/oﬁn/anc/ F A/ne/zas, were /Dric'sts
of the [ ORD.* (On the c‘/aﬂ when [~ lkanah sacrificed, he would give Port/ons to Feninnah his
wite and to all her sons and c/aug/)ters. 4 But to ﬁannaﬁ he gave a double Port/on, because
he loved /76/; t/)oug/) the LOK D had closed her womb. ¢ Anc/ her rival used to provo/«e her
gr/evous{g to irritate /7@/; because the [ ORD had closed her womb.” 50 it went on year bﬂ
year. As often as she went up to the house of the LOK D, she used to Iorovo,éc her.
Tﬁereforc Hannaﬁ WC/Di' and would not eat. ¢ Anc/ E/Lana/), her /7u5/>anaf said to /écr,



”f7’anna/7, W/y doyou weep ?Anc/ WAﬂ c/oyou not eat?Ana’ W/)ﬂ /syour heart sao/?Am /not

more to you than ten sons?”

An unfulfilled desire and dream—this is the cause of [annah’s discouragement and desPair‘
As we study Hannah, we will find imPortant guidance on how to deal with the very
discouraging unfulfilled desires of our hearts.

For Hannah, barrenness carried a much stronger meaning than today. ]t was not onlu the
unfulfilled desire of a woman's heart, but it tended to be a social disgrace. And the fault was
seen to be the woman's! | hen, she had to putup with Peninnah’s sarcasm and hatefulness.
Yet Hannah’s husband, Elkanah, trulu loved her and tried to comfort her in his own male way.
T hat, of course, didn't work.

Here are some imPortarxt things to remember when you’re going through a time of

discouragement:

L] There are times when no person on earth can trulu understand your Pain and give you

the comfort you need.
L] Feople )Crequentlg dorn’t understand your Pain.

Komans 12:15:

¢ ejo/ce with those who rejo/ce,- mourn with those who mourn.
° Choose words carexcunu when someone is discouraged.

L] ]F someone you exPect to HelP you doesn’t come through, it discourages you even

more.

/ 5amuc/ 1:9-20
Once when tﬁeﬂ had finished eating and o/rinbhg in 5/7//0/’7, [Fannah stood up. Now [~ /i the

Prfest was s/tt/ng on his chair éﬂ the c/oorpost of the LOK [D’s house. ° //7 her o/eep

an(gu/s/v [Fannah Praﬂeo/ to the | ORD, Weepihg f)/’tter/ﬂ. "1 And she made a vow, sayins,
“LOK D A/m{g;étﬂ, /}[ﬂou will on/ﬂ ook on your servant’s m/:Serﬂ and remember me, and not



[or:g@t your servant but give hera son, then / will give him to the [_OKD for all the days of his

//f@, and no razor will ever be used on his head.”

12 As she Lc/ot on praying to the | ORD, [l observed her mouth. '? [fannah was praging in
her /7@art, and Aer/fps were moving but hervoice was not heard. E// t/goug/nf she was
drunk "* and said to /76/; “/L7’ow /ong are you go/ng to staﬂ drunk? />ut away your wine.”

4 ”/\/ot 50, my /oraf 7 Hanna/z rep//caf ”/ am a woman who /s a/cclo/ﬂ troubled. / have not been
dr/h,é/hg wine or bccr; / was pour/hg out my soul to the LOKD. 16 [ Do not take your servant
for a wicked womari; / have been Pray/ng here out of my great ar{gufsﬁ and ‘gr/c)[. ?

7z E//answereaf “Go in peace, and may the Goc/ of, /5rac/ grant you what you have asked of

him.”

18 She said, “/\//aﬂ your servant find favorin youreyes.” 7 hen she went her way and ate

5omct/7/'ng, and her face was no /ongcr downcast.

2 Ear[g the next moming t/mﬂ arose and wors/wlbca/ before the LOK [ and then went back to
their home at Kama/m E/,éanaé made love to his wite f—]’anna/;, and

the [_OK D remembered her. 2050 in the course of time /—/Jannaﬁ became Pr@glvant and gave
birth to a son. 5/’76 named him 5amuc/, saying, “Recause / asked the [ ORD for him.”

Notice what Hannah did here, as she coPecl with hergriemc:

L] SI’IC wept much.
L] She Pragecl to the Lord.

r“!annalﬂ didnt give up Praying. Notice that she brouglﬂt her 5trugglc into the open. No
denial. No Pretcnding. Shc was sorc]y dis’trcsscd, and she wept much.

[Hannah was in great aﬂguish. One translation says she was in “bitterness of soul.” This
bitterness of soul was not a bitter sPirit. Thcre is a difference. A bitter sPirit is one that is
harbored and nurtured; full of envy and malice and umcorgiveness. But hersoul is anguishec].

(God understands a “bitterness of soul” - an anguislﬂecl heart. Put hcgour sPirit is full of



bitterness—hcgour discouragement drives you to bitterness, then the enemy oFgour soulis

winning the battle!

Consider Hannal‘m oPtions when her desires and longings were not fulfilled. T}weg are the

same as ours WhCﬂ we !"laVC UrﬂCU]Fi”CC{ desires. 51’16 COUlC{ have:

e Peen angry with (God

o | aken revenge on Peninnah
o [ada Fight with E_”(anah

e Sulkedand hada Pitﬂ party
° Turned into a bitter woman

e Peenenvious of every other woman who had a babg
And where would any of those options take her—or me and you?
V\/hat are the missing, ’d‘nings in your life that have caused you to be discouraged?
Feople with unfulfilled desires can aPProach their lives with one of two different attitudes:

L Acceptance or bitterness.
Acceptance doesn't mean you don't keep Praying about it and asking for your desire. lt
doesn’t mean you dor’t have anguislﬂ and tears at times. lt doesn’t mean that your unfulfilled
desire becomes less imPortant to you. Put hcyou have an accepting heart, it means there is a

balm for your soul, a peace that passes understanding.

Acceptance is Possible when you activeiy and continuouslg bringgour thoughts into
captivity and make them obeg Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5).

ﬁe[)rews +:15

[orwe do not have a /){g/7 Prfest who is unable to empa thize with our weaknesses, but we have

one who has been tem/otec/ m every Wa\g,just as we are—yct he did not sin.



Nevemcorget that Jesus tota”g understands what you're going through. [Heis not like
E_”(anah; het gets it!

Fli, aman of God, responc}ecl with a Promise for [annah:

“Go in peace, and may the Goc/ of, /srac/ grant you what you have asked of him.”
(i 5amuc/ /:I/)

Once she had this assurance from Gocl, i Samuc] 1:18 tells us:

7_/7@/7 she went her way and ate 50mct/7/ng, and her was no /ongcr

What does this one sentence tell us about the way [Hannah was while she was in such anguish

and griemc?

Harmah is an examp]e to us in how we should combat discouragement:
Fr ray without ceasing and be wf//:hg to wart!

[ uke 18:1-8

T hen _Jesus told his d/iscip/cs a Para[é/c to show them that t/mﬂ should a/ways pray and not
give up. 2 He said- ”/n a certain town there was a jua/‘gc who neither feared Goa/ norcared
what /oco/o/c t/ioug/zf. 3 And there was a widow in that town who Lclot coming to him with the
P/ea, (Cirant me J’usﬁcc against my ac/vcrsa/y. ’

*“Forsome time he refused. But )[/’na//y he said to /7/’/715@/6 Fven i'/mug/z / don’t fear (od or
care what Pcop/c t/7/'17,é, 7 yet because this widow Lcelos bot/n:ring me, / will see that she gets

/’ustfce, so that she won’t cvcntua//\g come and attack me!l”

¢ And the [ ord said, “[ isten to what the ury’ustjuc/(gc says. 7 And will not (God [7r/’ng about
/’ustfce for his chosen ones, who cry out to him c/a\g and n{g/ﬁ? Wil he Lccp Puttfng them



off?4] tell you, he will see that t/mﬂ g@tjustfc@, and qufck/ﬂ. [Fowever, when the Son of
Man comes, will he find faith on the carth?

Notice verse 7:
And will not Cod ér/'ng aéoutjust/cc for his chosen ones, who cry out to him c/ay and
night?

(God honors Persistent prayer, because it shows a depth of faith that P]eases him.
Does this mean that we can have every desire of our hearts fulfilled?
[How do we reconcile these cxpcriences with what Jcsus said in this Parablc: “[/Vf///m Lecp
Putt/hg them off7 | tell you, he will see that t/mﬂ gctjust/cc, and quiaé[y” (verse 7).
] believe some of these qucstions will go unanswered until we getto heaven. But here are
some though’cs that may be Help]cul:

Sometimes our unfulfilled desires are the result of sin—ours or someone else's. \While

(God always forgives and for ets, in this life we are not always delivered from the

9 ot ot Y

consequences of sin.

Sometimes our unfulfilled desires become the idols of our lives, and Gocl does not want

us to have any othergocl before him.

Sometimes God is sparing us Pain and sorrow that we'll never aPPrcciatc until we get to

heaven.

God never overrides his Principle ongving to mankind free wi”, and therefore someone

else's refusal to be obedient to (God may cause us to have an unfulfilled desire.

Tl’lc bottom line is, it comes down to whether or not we trust God. ]1C we tru]y believe he is
a good (God and he does what is good, then we must sometimes simplg come back to that
basic trust, and say with Job, “Tﬁou(gﬁ he s/aﬂ me, yet wf///ﬁope n Ai’m”(Job 1%:15).



Harmah was assured of an answer, and that cured her cliscouragement. Howcver, notice that

the answer didn't come right away. ]t came “in the course of time.”

Conc‘usion

From Hannal‘x's life we see how unfulfilled desires and crisis moments in our lives are often
harbingcrs of cliscouragcment. The way we deal with these issues is throug]ﬁ prayer—
Persistcnt prayer. Don't stop Praging about it. But at the same time, relinquish it to Jesus.
E_verg clag this week rclinquish your unfulfilled desire(s) to (God and give him Permission to

rcPlace it, change it, or fulfill it. When you do tlﬁat, it grca’c!y reduces your stress and anxiet}j.
But don't be surPrised to discover that you have to do it rePeatec”g.

5uggcstccl Assignmcnt for| esson | hree

Memorize: 1 Samucl 2:2

29

1 Samuel 2:2

There is no one boly lz'/@ the
Lord; there is no one besides
_you; there is no Roc/(_[ike our




Lesson Two

2

Psalm 142:1-2

I cry aloud to the Lord; 1 lift up
my voice to the Lord for mercy.
I pour out before bim my
complaint; before bim 1 tell my
trouble.

%{M

Lesson One

29

2 Corinthians 10:4

The weapons we ft;g/ot with are
not the weapons of the world.
Omn the contrary, they bave
divine power to demolish
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