Lesson Seven – July 7, 2020
The Miracles of Jesus
How did people in Jesus’ day react to his miracles?

Matthew 12:22 – 24: Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and
mute was brought to him, and he healed him, so that the man spoke and
saw. And all the people were amazed, and said, “Can this be the Son of
David?” But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, “It is only by
Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this man casts out demons.”
Mark 3:22: And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying,
“He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons he casts
out the demons.”
Luke 5:8 – 10: But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus'
knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” For he
and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they
had taken, and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who
were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid;
from now on you will be catching men.”

What was Jesus’ attitude toward his miracles?

John 4:48: So Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and wonders
you will not believe.”
John 6:26: Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are
seeking me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of
the loaves.
Mark 1:34: And he healed many who were sick with various diseases, and
cast out many demons. And he would not permit the demons to speak,
because they knew him.
Mark 1:42 – 44: And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made
clean. And Jesus sternly charged him and sent him away at once, and said
to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the
priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, for a proof
to them.”
Matthew 9:29 – 30: Then he touched their eyes, saying, “According to
your faith be it done to you.” And their eyes were opened. And Jesus
sternly warned them, “See that no one knows about it.”
Did Jesus’ miracles convert many people to be his disciple?

John 12:37: Though he had done so many signs before them, they still
did not believe in him.
John 11:45 – 46: Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary
and had seen what he did, believed in him, but some of them went to the
Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.

If you saw that miracle, would you have become a disciple of Jesus?
Turning Water into Wine

John 2:1 – 12: On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in
Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples had also been
invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him,
“They have no more wine.”
4
“Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.”
5
His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”
6
Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial
washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.
7
Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the
brim.
8
Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the
banquet.”
They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been
turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants
who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 and said,
“Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the
guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”
11
What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through
which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
12
After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his
disciples. There they stayed for a few days.
What is different about this miracle, as compared to all the others that are
recorded?

Healing the Man Blind from Birth

John 9: As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
3
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so
that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must
do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While
I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
6
After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and
put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this
word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.
8
His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this
the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that he was. Others
said, “No, he only looks like him.” But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”
10
“How then were your eyes opened?” they asked. 11 He replied, “The man
they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to
Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.” 12 “Where is
this man?” they asked him. “I don’t know,” he said.
The Pharisees Investigate the Healing

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day
on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a
Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his
sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.”
16
Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not
keep the Sabbath.” But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such
signs?” So they were divided.
17
Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It
was your eyes he opened.” The man replied, “He is a prophet.”
13

They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight
until they sent for the man’s parents. 19 “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the
one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?”
20
“We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born
blind. 21 But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask
him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because
they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone
who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the
synagogue. 23 That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
24
A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to
God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.” 25 He
replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was
blind but now I see!”
26
Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”
27
He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you
want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?”
28
Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We
are disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this
fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.”
30
The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes
from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners.
He listens to the godly person who does his will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of
opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could
do nothing.”
34
To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture
us!” And they threw him out.
18

Spiritual Blindness

Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked.
“Tell me so that I may believe in him.”
37
Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.”
38
Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39 Jesus
said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and
those who see will become blind.”
40
Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are
we blind too?”
41
Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you
claim you can see, your guilt remains.
35

This whole chapter tells of this one miracle. What is the importance of this
miracle?
Notice the reaction of different people who knew this man:
• The neighbors - Verses 8 - 9
• The Pharisees - Verses 13-15
• His parents - Verses 20 – 21
“Although faith may produce miracles, miracles do not necessarily produce
faith.”
Jesus Heals a Paralytic

Luke 5:17 – 26: One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of
the law were sitting there. They had come from every village of Galilee and from
Judea and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with Jesus to heal the

sick. 18 Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and tried to take him
into the house to lay him before Jesus. 19 When they could not find a way to do
this because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat
through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus.
20
When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.”
21
The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves,
“Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God
alone?” 22 Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, “Why are you
thinking these things in your hearts? 23 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 24 But I want you to know that the Son
of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed
man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 25 Immediately he stood up
in front of them, took what he had been lying on and went home praising
God. 26 Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled with
awe and said, “We have seen remarkable things today.”
What is unusual about this miracle?
• When Jesus saw their faith— whose faith?
• Why did Jesus address his sin condition rather than his physical
condition?
• Why do you think Jesus went ahead and healed him physically? To
prove his authority. So that God would be glorified.
“How easily do we who live in material bodies devalue the world of spirit. It
occurs to me that although Jesus spent much time on issues such as hypocrisy,
legalism, and pride, I know of no television ministries devoted to healing those
“spiritual” problems; yet I know of many that center on physical ailments. Just

as I begin feeling smug, however, I remember how easily I feel tormented by the
slightest bout with physical suffering, and how seldom I feel tormented by sin.
When it comes to miracles, Jesus has a different set of priorities than most of
his followers.” (The Jesus I Never Knew, p. 175)
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