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Luke 10:25 – 37 The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

 

 

This is a human interest story that is familiar to almost everyone, whether Christian or non-

Christian, whether they’ve ever read the Bible or not. The story is actually two stories.   

 

1. The story of the lawyer who asked the question that occasioned the parable. 

 “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
 

2. The parable itself. 

 

 

What was the motive of the lawyer asking Jesus this question?  

 

 

Whatever his motive, the question is an important one, the most important question any 

person can ask. Yet very few people ask that question. Why not? 

 

• Because to ask the question is to have to confront your own need of salvation. 

• Because many assume they know the answer: Be a good person, go to church, be 

better than most other people, etc. 

• Because most people don’t want to confront the living God. Men love darkness 

because their deeds are evil. 

 

Jesus approved of his answer: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your strength and with all your mind and love your neighbor as yourself.   

 

Why would Jesus give this answer?   



 

The Story 

There are four classes of people in this story: 

 

1. The victim:  the man who was robbed, presumably a Jew. 

2. The victimizers:  the robbers who took his possessions and beat him, leaving him half 

 dead. 

3. The indifferent:  the Priest and the Levite. 

4. The concerned:  The Good Samaritan 

 

Why is it surprising that the Samaritan did not pass by also? 

There are a number of things that could have caused the Samaritan to pass by, but they did 

not. 

 

1. A strict application of the law could have hindered him.  

 

2. Nationality or religion could have hindered him.  

 

3. Great personal inconvenience and expense did not hinder him.  

 

 

Back to the original question the lawyer asked:  What must I do to inherit eternal life?   

 

He who observes the law perfectly will live. He who always loves God and his fellow-man will 

inherit eternal life. But no man has ever been able to observe this law perfectly, except 

Jesus, and no man ever will be able to do it. And because no imperfection can be accepted 

and because the judgment of God that the soul that sins shall die is irrevocable, we know that 

no man can ever inherit eternal life on the grounds of his own merit. But Jesus lived a life of 

complete love toward God and men and, as the entirely innocent one, endured death for us 

on the cross, forsaken by God, so that by faith we are absolved from the death we deserve 

and inherit eternal life.   
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Romans 3:20-24:  Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by 
observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.  But now a 
righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and 
the Prophets testify.  This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus 
Christ to all who believe.  There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God. 

 

 

 

 

 


