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Kcad 2 Samuel IrT&t12

Kead ZSamuel Pi:1 -4

]n that Par’c of the worlcl, wars were norma”y Fought in the sPring. David should have been out
at the batt]c, but he remained behind.

David’s sin did not begin when he saw Bathsheba. David’s Practice of ac{cling wives showed
alack of romantic restraint and an indulgence of his Passions. T his matter of Pathsheba was

simply the climax of something that had been going on in his life for twenty years.

[How can a believer fall into such terrible sin? A man after (God’s own heart? T he fact is,
there is no such thing as a spiritua! blowout; there are 01119 slow leaks. No one is walking

closelg with Jesus on Mondag and on Tuesc{ay is seduced bg a beautiful woman—or man.

Did bathsheba know she could be seen from the Kiﬂg’s rooxctoP? Dxcl she know he was
home and not on the battlefield? We don’t know those answers. There is not one word in

Scripturc about Bathsheba’s part in this adulterous act.

David’s sin was not in sce/n(gﬁathshcba. David’s sin was in C/ioosfngto keep his eyes on
her. ]t wasn’t so much that David wanted Bathsheba; it was that he would not be satisfied
with what he had.

Do you think David would have sent for Bathsheba if she had been old or overweigl—\t or not
so pretty? lt was her beautg that temPtecl him. Jesus said:

Matt 6:22: “The eye is the lamP of the boc}g. ]Fgour eyes are l’lealtl—g, your
whole bodg will be full of light.”



What you choose to look at has more las’cing imPac’c on you that what you hear. T hat’s wl—x}j

we have to be 50 Protec’cive oxc what we a”ow n through our Physical eyes.

Think of another man of Go& who was trulg tcmpte& to commit aclultcry——Joseph. That
woman was beautiful and she was PowerFu]‘ But Joseph )qecl, Ieaving his outer garment

behind him.

1 Corinthians 10:13: No temptaf/on has overtaken you except what /s common
to mankind. Anc/ Goc/ /s )[a/tﬁfu/; he will not let you be tcmptec/ écyond what
youcan bear. But when you are tcmpfcaf he will also /orov/a/c a way out 5o

that you can endure it.

You and l have to FLEE tcmptation. leou never take the first stcp toward temptation,

you won’t be led into sin.

Froverbs +:2 5-27:] et youreyes Jook si'ra{g/d' ahead: fix yourgaze c//'rect/y
before you. G/'vc careful tﬁougﬁt to the /:aaf/xs for your feet and be steadfast
inall your ways. Do not turn to the r{g/ﬂ' or the /eﬁ'; Lcc/o your foot from evil.

David didn’t think about the destruction this illicit Pursuit of P!easure would direct]9 or
inclirectly result in:

L] An unwanted pregnancy.
° Tl’lc murder of a trusted friend.

e Adead babg.

o [is claugh’cer raPecl }33 his son.

e  (One son murdered bg another son.

o Acivilwarled by one of his sons.

e Ason who imitates David’s lack of selxc~contro], leacling him and much of ]srae] away

from Gocl‘

T he same kind of ruin comes of aduitcrg todag. T hink about all the children who go to bed
every night without daddg in the house because of adulterg.



T he fact that Pathsheba was Purixcying herself confirms that she had rcccntlg had her Period
and was NOT a]ready Pregnant. When she sent word to Davicl that she was, she was
aPPea]ing to him to take the necessary steps to avoid the consequences of their sin. Thc law

requirecl that both adulterer and adulteress should be PUt to death.

Read 2 Samuel 11:6-11
David did what most unrepentant sinners do: he tried to hide his sin. But (God is never
involved in cover-ups. QOur hidden sin hinders ouchHowsl‘\ip with (God and others and is a

barrier to sPiritual life and power.

As soon you are conscious of sin, dor’t reason with the sin or try to rationalize it, but confess

the sin to the Lord, there and then.

Uriah was a man of ixwtegrityJ who had a Passion for the glorg of (5od, and he would not
inclu]ge himself while his men were in the battle.

Kcad Zﬁamucl 11:12-17

David tries again to get Urialﬁ to sleeP with his wifze) bg getting him drunk. But he still did not
go to her. So, David has to come up with another cover-up P!an. David commanded the
death of Uriah,just as surely as if he had killed him Persona”g.

Ohnce Uriah was killed in battle, David then married PBathsheba when her Pcriocl of mourning

was over.

Read 2 Samucl F2:1 —~ 14

Nathan confronts David a year after David’s sin. H: you read Fsalm 52, you will geta Picture
of the intense conviction during this time and that all t}'lejog in David’s life had cvaPoratcd
away. David knew the stress and agony of ]iving a double life. He found no relief until he
rePented.

Someone has said, “David was in that terrible Placc where he had too much sin in him to be
happy in (iod, but he had too much of (od in him to happg insin.”



Much has been written about whether David was guilt9 of rape or not. Nathan uses an
illustration of a rich man having power over a poor man, where the rich man took the one
Precious lamb from the poor man for his own needs, having no Pitﬂ on the poor man. Nathan
describes an imbalance of power here, and he tells David, “You are the man” You are the

one who used your power over the weak — both Bathskeba and Uriah

We see abusive power in our culture todag—evergwhere you look. Fcoplc use their Positions

of power, however theg achieved them, to “lord it over others,” as Jesus put it.

Davici’s story is a cautionarg tale about the way that power can corruPt even the noble. Anc{
that same power that a king had earlier used to defend the vulnerable could be turned to

exP]oi’c the vulnerable.

FPoweris a ghct from God, but the tcmptation to use it for our own selfish gain is ever-present
and enc”essly en’cicing. Those entrusted with power must look to the SOH of Gocl, Jesus

Christ, as the shining example for the faithful Practice of power.

The goo& news about this last story of Davicl and his sin is that Gocl alwags, alwags, always

ogers us gOT‘giV@ﬂCSS aﬂCl repentance.

F salm 32: 1~2 5/@5560, /s the one whose transgressions are )[O/g/vcn, whose sins
are covered. Plessed is the one whose sin the | ORI does not count against

them and in whose spirft /s no deceit.

F salm 32:5 7716/7 / acﬁnow/ca’gcc/ my sin to you and did not cover up my /'n/'(]u/ty.
/ 5a/d, ”/ will confess my transgrcss/ons to the LOK . And you [orga ve the gu//t
of. my sin.
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